THE CHURCH OF GOD
and so Bologna was filled by young potential archdeacons;
and to their wildness they added, it was commonly said, an
unholy proficiency in mastering all the Italian subtleties in the
art of administering poison.
Of bishops, John was equally critical Simony, aggrandise-
ment, and hypocrisy were the three evils which he most
denounced in the Church of his day; and of these the greatest
was hypocrisy. Bishops were peculiarly guilty of it. They
compass sea and land to get the offer of a bishopric, rarely
disdaining bribery, and more seldom still the small but potent
voice of influence. Then, when at last the bishopric is offered,
they make a great show of pretending to refuse it on the
ground of unworthiness, and crying noli episcopari, are with
difficulty dragged to the place of consecration by applauding
crowds and singing choirs, whose presence they have previously
arranged. If, on the other hand, the offer of the bishopric seems
like to be denied on the ground of unworthiness, none so
prompt or ready as they to turn even their failings into reasons
why the offer should be made to them:
... If he is of low birth, so was St. Peter; if under age, so
were Jeremiah and St. John the Baptist, when first set apart
for their ministry; if a youth, so was Daniel when he defended
Susanna against her accusers; if unlearned, so were the Apostles;
if married, so were the bishops who St. Paul said were to be
chosen ... if he is of a slow tongue like Moses, an Aaron can
be found to speak for him..., St. Peter's assault on the high
priest's servant will serve as an excuse for violence, the timidity
of Jonah and St. Thomas for cowardice, the tax-gathering of
St. Matthew for entanglement in public business. If he is
accused of gluttony and wine-bibbing, so was our Lord; if
of insubordination, St. Paul withstood St. Peter to the face-----
St. Peter foreswore himself; Zacharias, though dumb, dis~
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